
Life Group Discussion Questions 

“Use God’s Name Appropriately” 

Sermon Theme: Every true follower of Jesus must seek to use and honor God’s name appropriately 

As we engage in this whole sermon series, we need to constantly keep in mind that that these 
commandments should be pursued through a loving relationship rather than legalistic ritual. In the 
sermon, we made mention of the fact that these are actually not imperative Commandments in the original 
Hebrew, but rather indicative Words describing how people who are in a loving covenant relationship with a 
holy God are to conduct themselves. As such, we should seek to live them out!  

Gathering Together (Ice-breakers) 
What were some of the most “ridiculous” rules in your home growing up? Why did they exist? 

How has your perspective on rules and boundaries changed as you’ve matured? Do you believe that 
“boundaries are loving?” Why or why not? 

What are some of the ways that you see God’s name being taken in vain in our contemporary culture? Does it 
bother you? Why or why not?   

Growing Together (Truth/Equipping) 
Read Exodus 19:1-20, 20:18-21 

Why is it important to understand the historical and visual setting in which the 10 Commandments were first 
given by God to His people? What would your response have been to the terrifying display of power you were 
witnessing?  
In v.4-6 we see that God is establishing a covenant with His people. If they obey God (which they don’t!) and 
keep His covenant (which they don’t!) how will God view them?  

Consider 1 Peter 2:9-10 - What is the significance of these verses in light of the previous question?  What do 
they reveal about the character of God?  

What does it mean to be a “chosen race,” a “royal priesthood,” a “holy nation,” and a “people of God’s own 
choosing?”  

Seeing as God is concerned for the glory and honor of His name, how should true Christians conduct 
themselves around un-believers and why? See 1 Peter 2:11-12.  

What are the real-life consequences of the world witnessing Christians taking the name of the Lord in vain by 
cursing, swearing falsely, and blaspheming His name with our conduct? Consider Matthew 5:13-16.  



Read Exodus 20:1-7 - Why does God care so much about how we “use His name?” What does He threaten 
for those who disregard this command and what does that actually mean for us today?  

Thumb through the Psalms, find five verses referencing God’s name and describe how it is being used.  Share 
your favorite with your life group.  

  

Getting Real Together (Accessibility) 
Read Ezekiel 36:16-32 

In v. 16-21, how had the nation of Israel profaned God’s name among the people around them? Are you aware 
of some ways that you have done the same - blaspheming God’s name by your words, attitude, or conduct? 
Are you willing to share? 

According to v. 22-23, why does God act on behalf of His people? Why does He bless us even when we 
profane Him and dishonor His name, repeatedly? 

Do you personally struggle with taking the name of the Lord in vain? Jesus says that “out of the overflow of the 
heart the mouth speaks.” How is  v.26-29 great news for all who struggle?  

The Gospel is so good. In it, Jesus willingly pays for every single time we break the 3rd commandment. Yet, 
what are two ways that we can encourage and help each other to live a life that seeks to use and honor God’s 
name appropriately?  

Praying Together (Supplication) 

Pray that God would convict us of the areas of our lives we’re were taking His name in vain through our words, 
attitude and conduct.  

Pray that God would produce His continued holiness in us as we seek to use and honor His name 
appropriately.  

Pray and thank God for the beautiful Gospel, in which, Jesus forgives us and willingly takes the penalty of our 
sin for us.  

Pray that we would be a powerful witness to the lost world of the gracious love and supreme holiness of our 
God. 


