
Life Group Discussion Questions  
iDols – Counterfeit Gods 

“Identifying Our Idols” 
 
 

BIG IDEA: Our hearts are idol factories, prone to worship any and everything.  
 

What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart 
and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give. A 
counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to your life that, should you lose it, your life 
would feel hardly worth living…  An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart of hearts, 
‘If I have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant 
and secure.’ There are many ways to describe that kind of relationship to something, but perhaps 
the best one is worship.     – Counterfeit Gods by Timothy Keller  

 
 

Gathering Together (Icebreaker) 
 
Share with the group what you considered to be your “most valuable possession” when you were 10 
to 12 years old. What was so great about having that? Assuming it no longer is your MVP, what 
eventually replaced it as the new most valuable thing as you grew older?  
 
 

Growing Together (Truth/Equipping) 
 

Read this week’s passage of Ezekiel 14:1-8 together.  What does it mean that we have “taken our 
idols into our hearts?” How does God feel about this universal human heart-idolatry?  
 
 
 
What is an idol? How does Tim Keller define an idol (see quote above)? Give some examples of good 
things in your life that can become idols when we allow them to become ultimate things.  
 
 
 
Read Acts 17:16-17 – What are some of the idols and gods worshiped in Paul’s time? Then, what 
are the shrines, rituals, and “temples” we have in our society today which relate to the ancient cultural 
idols? How are they similar?  
 
 
 
What does Scripture call the person who places something before God (See Jeremiah 3:20; Isaiah 
1:21, 57:8; Ezekiel 16:30; James 4:4-5)? Does the metaphor of God being our spouse and our 
idolatry being a mistress with whom we cheat impact you? Why or why not?   
 
 
 
Since potential idols are everywhere and unavoidable, how do we strengthen and protect ourselves 
from worshipping them?  



Read Exodus 20:3-4. How can we begin to ensure that we are not placing any gods before the one 
true God? What does this look like practically?  
 
 
 

Getting Real Together (Accessibility) 
 
Over the next seven weeks we will be talking about idols and your true identity in Christ. 
- Decide now that you will expose your idols.  
- Decide now that you will be vulnerable with the group and you will do your part in creating a 

safe environment for everyone to expose their idols.  
 
Reflect on Ephesians 5:8-17. Are you willing to drag your idols out of the darkness and expose them 
to the light? Doing so may create fear, anxiety, or even anger because it touches a deep place within 
ourselves. However, be encouraged that followers of Jesus Christ are children of the light and those 
idols are already powerless and dead! We simply need to live in the light and not in the darkness 
those idols create.  
 
Let’s start the process of uncovering our idols by asking the following questions: 
 

- Idols capture our imagination, and we can locate them by looking at our daydreams. What 
do you daydream about? What do you enjoy imagining becoming a reality?  

 
 

- Idols give us a sense of being in control, and we can locate them by looking at our 
nightmares. What do you fear the most? What activity, person, or thing, if lost, would make 
life not worth living?  

 
 

- Idols have enslaving power over us. We can locate them by looking at our most unyielding 
emotions. What makes you uncontrollably angry, anxious, or despondent? What racks you 
with a guilt you cannot shake?  

 
 
 

Praying Together (Supplication) 
 
- Spend time asking God to forgive you for the times you have desired good things more than 

you desire Him 
- Ask Him to reveal hidden idols in your heart and to expose them for the false gods they are 
- Pray that this group will be a safe place, a place where idols can be exposed and toppled - 

even when it’s difficult 
- Pray that God would do a mighty work in Oakwood through this iDols sermon series  

 
 


